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ADAPTATION OF DROUGHT AND WATER CONSERVATION PLANS

OBJECTIVE
Limit water consumption, reduce loss and waste of water and improve water use efficiency.

DESCRIPTION
To use existing water supplies more efficiently can diminish water demand and minimize environmental
impacts and costs associated with developing new supplies. Drought and Water Conservation Plans include
guidelines and requirements governing water conservation and drought contingency measures for public
water suppliers but also through restrictions on water use, rationing schemes, special water tariffs or the
reduction of low value uses.

EXPECTED RESULTS
Reduce risk and economic, social and environmental drought impacts.

RESULT INDICATORS
Volume of saved water [m³]

INVOLVED ACTORS
Various administrative levels (municipal, provincial, regional), irrigation management authorities,
landowners, private sector organizations and companies with water interests, local communities.

EXPECTED TIMELINE FOR ACTION

Short term (1-4 years)

BEST PRACTICES

Austria
Spain
Portugal
Portugal

CRITICALITIES
Conflict between social, economic, and environmental values when water resources are scarcer.

SCOPE OF THE ACTION

Adaptation

https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/metadata/case-studies/securing-future-water-supply-on-regional-and-local-level-in-the-river-lavant-valley-carinthia
https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/metadata/case-studies/infrastructure-and-economic-incentives-to-reduce-vulnerability-to-drought-in-segura-and-tagus-basins
https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/metadata/case-studies/tamera-water-retention-landscape-to-restore-the-water-cycle-and-reduce-vulnerability-to-droughts
https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/metadata/case-studies/private-investment-in-a-leakage-monitoring-program-to-cope-with-water-scarcity-in-lisbon
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TYPE OF PROPOSED ACTIONS

Soft

SECTOR OF ACTION

Agriculture / Forests / Land use
Urban settlement
Water resource management

CLIMATE IMPACTS

Drought
Other

IMPLEMENTATION SCALE

Municipality
Province
Region / Country

SOURCE
https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/metadata/adaptation-options/adaptation-of-drought-and-water-conserv
ation-plans

https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/metadata/adaptation-options/adaptation-of-drought-and-water-conservation-plans
https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/metadata/adaptation-options/adaptation-of-drought-and-water-conservation-plans

